Inadvertent Harvest of the Median Nerve Instead of the Palmaris Longus Tendon.
The palmaris longus tendon is frequently used as a tendon graft or ligament replacement. In rare instances the median nerve has been inadvertently harvested instead of the palmaris longus for use as a tendon. Nineteen cases in which the median nerve had been mistakenly harvested instead of the palmaris longus tendon were collected from members of the American Society for Surgery of the Hand (ASSH) Listserve. Surgeons involved in the subsequent care of the subject who had had an inadvertent harvest were contacted or the chart was reviewed. The reason for the initial procedure, the skill level of the primary surgeon, and when the inadvertent harvest was recognized were documented. When possible, the method of harvest and subsequent treatment were also documented. The most common initial procedure was a reconstruction of the elbow ulnar collateral ligament, followed by basal joint arthroplasty, tendon reconstruction, and reconstruction of the ulnar collateral ligament of the thumb metacarpophalangeal joint. Only 7 of the inadvertent harvests were recognized intraoperatively; in the remaining 12 cases the nerve was used as a tendon graft. The sensory loss was not recognized as being due to the inadvertent harvest until the first postoperative visit (2 subjects), 3 to 4 weeks (2 subjects), 2 to 3 months (2 subjects), 5 to 7 months (2 subjects), 1 year (1 subject), 3 years (1 subject), or 10 years (1 subject). Preoperative clinical identification of the presence or absence of a palmaris longus did not necessarily prevent an inadvertent harvest. Knowledge of the relevant anatomy is crucial to avoiding inadvertent harvest of the median nerve instead of the palmaris longus tendon.